CHAPTER XVL
THEATRES AND Music HALLS*

After a day's hard work the Londoner amuses himself
at a theatre, music hall or moving-picture show* And it
is wonderful to see how every one of these places of enter-
tainment is always crowded, despite the great number
of such rival establishments* This is explained, perhaps,
by the fact that the average Londoner knows how to live
his life* He takes life seriously, so while he is at work
he does not do things with half measures* But the human
system cannot afford to peg at it continually without rest
or recreation; therefore* the Londoner must have his
play time* To him, however, play is not mere recreation
but another form of work, the only difference being that
the activities of the mind and body are for the moment
directed to another channel* So he plays as hard as
he works, and works as hard as he plays* Accordingly*
he loves his sport and enjoys his work*

Work while you work;
Play while you play*
This is the way
To be cheerful and gay*

The best proof of this is the long queue of people waiting
to enter a theatre or music hall* To a stranger* such a
spectacle is highly interesting,f or it shows that the Londoner
at play is no other than the Londoner at work* If in the
morning he gazes in wonder and amazement at the vastaess
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